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Columbus’ Egg is a turn of phrase that describes a stupefying 
simple solution for what might appear to be a complex 
unsolvable problem. 

Cardinal Mendoza commented that it had not really been such 
a big deal to discover the Americas - in fact anyone could 
have done it.
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have done it.

In retaliation Christopher Columbus challenged all persons 
present to stand an egg on end. Everyone tried but failed. 
Christopher then took the egg - he tapped it gently on the 
table breaking it slightly and, with this, the egg stood on its 
end. 

Hence the Egg of Columbus.
Allegedly the other persons did protest that they too could 
have done this but Christopher simply responded that yes 
they could have done it but he actually did it.



The Essence of this Story –

Simple Solutions are Better Solutions

November 2007
4

Simple Solutions are Better Solutions
There is no Good Solution unless you make it 
Happen



The Jury

Prof. David Cousins, Head of Safe Medication NHS
Dr. Simon Fradd, Chairman, British Medical Associat ion
Prof. Johann Matthias Graf v. d. Schulenburg, Insti tut für 
Versicherungsbetriebslehre, Univ. Hannover
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Versicherungsbetriebslehre, Univ. Hannover
Dr. Carl James Hennegan, Dep. Dir. Centre f. Eviden ce 
Based Medicine, Univ. of Oxford
Mrs. Bonnie Malloy, Dir. Corporate Patients’ Affair s, 
Novartis
Mr. Anders Olauson, President, European Patients’ F orum
The Directors of HCPC-Europe
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Pack Design & Appeal (Modern / Trendy / acceptable) +++ 5

Functionality (Easy to handle) +++ 9

Ease of understanding (User friendly) +++ 8

Transportable +++ 7

The Assessment
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Transportable +++ 7

Economies of overpackaging +++ 6

Cost (cost perception) +++ 6

Supports Compliance +++ 10

Other +++ 5

 Total 24 0 0 0 0 0

Weighted Total 147 0 0 0 0 0

Please Rank as follows:

0 = neutral

+ = good
++ = good/better
+++ = very good 

- = poor
-- = poor / worse
--- = very poor 



The Nominees

ZacPac - Abbott GmbH & Co.KG, 
DesignConnection, Nycomed
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ZacPac - Abbott GmbH & Co.KG, 
DesignConnection, Nycomed
PocketPac - DesignConnection, 
Nycomed
Pharma DDSI – Stora Enso
7X4 Pharma



The Nominees

ZacPac:

Abbott GmbH & Co.KG, 
DesignConnection, 
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DesignConnection, 
Nycomed



The Nominees

PocketPac: 
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DesignConnection
Nycomed



The Nominees

Pharma DDSI: Stora Enso
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The Nominees
7 x 4 Pharma
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And The Winner is



We Congratulate

Abbott GmbH & Co.KG
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Abbott GmbH & Co.KG
Design Connection
Nycomed

Packaging
Award
2007



Thank you for your attention
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hcpc-europe@tkm.co.at


